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able to justify their action before the public. Reuter mentions that probably
the great courage of the Sikh army saved the mission from disaster. This is
welcome news, though not at all astonishing, being quite in keeping with
the traditions of the Indian army. The news, however, gives rise to many
a thought. The Colonies would be prepared as part of the British Empire
to appropriate the results of the Sikh bravery, and if it were found that the
great plateaus of Thibet were filled with gold, there would be a mad
rush to the land. But it is a sad fact that they are not at all prepared either
to welcome the Sikh soldiers themselves or their compatriots as settlers
in the Colonies. It is to be wished that such an inconsistent attitude will
strike the Colonial leaders as something to be rectified. To take all without
giving anything in return may be very satisfying for the recipients, but it
cannot be held to be just or fair.
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129. LETTER TO "THE RAND DAILY MAIL"
JOHANNESBURG,
April 14, 1904
TO
THE EDITOR,
The Rand Daily Mail
SIR,
There are features in the report1 of the Public Health Committee in
refutation of the statements made by me regarding the outbreak of plague
which necessitate my asking you to extend your indulgence for a brief
explanation.
It is worthy of note that it is not now any longer denied that I did
give information as to the outbreak on March 1.
An attempt has been made in the report in question to controvert
my statement that there was a terrible confirmation of my opinion given on
March 1 in the mortuary record. Figures have been produced for the period
commencing from July, 1903 to February this year, which show that the
highest mortality from pneumonia in any single month was seven, and the
average mortality from the same cause 4.75 per month.
During the first seventeen days of the month of March last, there were
fourteen deaths from the same cause, that is to say, at the rate of 25.35
per month. In other words, the mortality during the first fortnight after
the date of my letter was three-and-a-half times as much as the highest
mortality during the preceding eight months, and six times as much as the
average mortality per month during the same period.
I venture, therefore, to ask again whether there is not herein a terrible
1 This was submitted tp the Johannesburg Town Council on April 11, and included
in the minutes of its special meeting on April 20. (Colonial Office Records: South Africa,
General: 1904)